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               Duxbury Public Schools    

School Committee Minutes 
Regular Meeting – May 18, 2016 

Alden School – Room 104 

      I.     Welcome – Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  
       Mrs. Ward convened the meeting at 6:15 p.m.  Motion was made to enter into Executive Session 
       for the purpose of negotiations and legal matters. Roll call vote: Mrs. Ward, yes; Mrs. Moesaa, 
       yes; Mrs. Adams, yes; Mr. Quigley, yes.  Mrs. Connolly was absent.  
       Mrs. Ward reconvened the meeting in open session at 7:00 p.m.dd 
       Present:  Mrs. Ward, Mrs. Moesaa, Mr. Quigley, Mrs. Adams 
 
       Dr. Tantillo, Dr. Hunter and Mr. Proule were present. Student Representatives Piers Klein and   
       Abigail Manning were present. 
   
    II.      Approval of the Minutes of May 4, 2016 as amended:  
        
       [ I.  Delete Motion and roll call vote.] 
  
              [V.A.  Correction: Mrs. Adams reported that the list gives a good picture of scope and       
       complexity of what we are doing at each site, but that it is not as useful as it could be and does 
       not accurately reflect what is occurring in the district relating to district goals.]  
               
              [ IV. C. Each principal has a professional development line. 
 
       Motion:     Mrs. Moesaa 
       Second:     Mr. Quigley 
       Unanimous 
 
 
   III.     Student Recognition  
        A.   National Latin Exam Award Winners 
       The Committee presented Certificates of Recognition to 58 Latin students in grades 7  
       through 11 for their achievement at the National Latin Exam 

              B.   Patriot League Scholar-Athlete Award Winners 
                     The Committee recognized our two Patriot League Scholar Athletes, 
       Mike O’Neal and Emma Bartlett.    
 
    IV.     Reports for the School Committee    

 A.  Superintendent 
       Dr. Tantillo reported:  

o The SBC is working to close out the project.  
o PARCC testing is ongoing throughout the buildings. There have been a few glitches with 
    students being shut out in the middle of sessions. We have hired two elementary teachers, a 
    reading specialist and a French/Spanish teacher.  
o The negotiations meeting last week was very productive, and only one or two meetings 
    will be needed to conclude the IBB process. 
o The Apple sales representative and Apple tech support demonstrated how the new 
    mobile device control works.  It only allows us to bring up apps that are                      
 specifically for a student’s needs, such as the math app that works to improve a        
 weakness in math skills. 
o Dr. Tantillo attended the Junior-Senior assembly to hear Mike Smith, a nationally 
 known motivational speaker talk to students about substance abuse and self worth. 
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o On Wednesday, May 25 at 7:00 p.m., Dr. Elizabeth Englander from Bridgewater State 
    will speak to parents and teens about Using Social Media wisely. This is a timely topic 
    given the recent events.  
 
Curriculum     
Dr. Hunter reported:      
o Consultants from the Teaching and Learning Alliance (TLA) are visiting both elementary 
 schools to do basic needs assessment regarding reading instruction. The Social Studies 
 Subcommittee will present its recommendations at the June 15 meeting.   
o The May and June professional development afternoons will include Buzzards Bay 
 Writing, project working with the secondary faculties on strategies for writing across all 
 content areas. The elementary schools will continue to focus on math as well as student 
 placement for the fall.   
o The professional development time on June 22 will focus on the transition from First Class 
    to Gmail as our email provider.   
o Looney Math will provide professional development to the secondary math department 
 next year relative to implementation of the 8 Math Practices.  The Social Studies 
 department will partner with Primary Source, while the World Language department 
 attends the American Council of the Teaching of Foreign Languages Convention in Boston 
 in November.   
o The administrators and nurses attended training on the verbal substance screening tool 
 (SBIRT) and are actively making plans for the fall pilot with the freshmen class.   
o A team from the district will attend the Annual Plymouth County Drug Abuse Task 
 Force’s Annual Conference focused on the role of educators in the opioid crisis on May 17. 
 

       B.   Business Administrator 
       Mr. Proule discussed closing out the FY15-16 fiscal year operating budget. He will continue 
       to meet with the staff and town accountant until the year is closed out. He has been talking 
       with Softright about encumbering salaries and making adjustments to the new Softright  
       program. 
 
       At the June 8 School Committee meeting, Mr. Proule and Kellie Prince will present an  
       update on the budget, and highlight items completed this year as well as items for next year. 
 
       C.   Chair 
              Mrs. Ward extended condolences from the School Committee and the district to the Finn  
       Family and the Perry Family. Rick Finn and Khai Perry were recent DHS graduates who lost 
       their lives to addiction. 
 
       Mrs. Ward gave an update on Duxbury FACTS.  The Executive Board met with Peter  
       Holden, President of Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital.  They are looking at ways to   
       collaborate and build some programming between the town and the schools.    
       The next meeting will be on May 23 at 7:00 p.m. in room 104. 

        
       D.   Student Representatives 
       Abigail & Piers reported the following:  
       Mike Smith’s presentation last Friday was a huge success! His message seemed to ring out 
       loud and clear and we have heard nothing but good things from other students. The eBoard 
       of student council got to meet with Mike during all of lunch  block to discuss plans for next 
       year and how to bring up school spirit 
 
       Last Saturday was Duxbury Idol! It was a well-attended and fun night. Congratulations to the 
       winners- Christian Koomey, Hannah Shiel, and Iva Briggs. 
       Last Sunday was the Duxbury Oyster Fest! Many people went to try the variety of oysters 
       from many farms throughout Duxbury Bay. Furthermore, there was wonderful live music  
       from a number of local groups with both current high school students, as well as alumni. 



    

School&Committee&Meeting,&May&18,&2016& Page&3&of&4&
&

       Last night was NHS Induction with a record 113 students from the class of 2017 becoming 
              members. 

 
     V.     Presentations of Interest to the School Committee  
       A.   Presentation of Check from the Duxbury Education Foundation (DEF) 
              Martha Dennison and DEF President Kristin Rappe, presented three checks during the  
       School Committee meeting. The first check was to the Duxbury Public Schools for $80,553; 
       the second check was to the Duxbury Student Union for $2000; and the third check was to 
       Duxbury FACTS for $2000. All-in-all DEF will be funding $84,553 towards 14 grants for 
       2016-17, providing innovative programs benefiting the students, teachers and staff of the  
       Duxbury Public School system. The DEF thanked all of their many donors, sponsors,  
       contributors, partners, event attendees, volunteers and to the Duxbury community for their 
       ongoing generosity and support!  
        
              B.   Spanish Trip Presentation    
       Abby Jackson, DHS Spanish teacher, along with some of her students, talked about their     
       exchange trip to Spain this past April and a return trip in 2017. 
       
       C.   Grant Proposal – Deputy Police Chief McDonald 
       Deputy Chief McDonald spoke about school safety. He noted that the first assessment of the 
              schools was in 2013.  
 
       D.   Duxbury Camera Club Scholarship, $500. 
 
       E.   Polices - Second Reading 
       CBI- approve the revisions to CBI 
           CBI-E-1 – delete 
       CBI-E-2 – delete 
       IHAMB – Edit: Revisions based on Opioid 
              IJND new – replaces portions of IJNDB 
     
              F.    Health Curriculum Presentation 
        Dr. Hunter presented the Report of the Health Subcommittee.  Dr. Hunter discussed:  
                       Committee’s Process 
    MA Comprehensive Health Curriculum Framework 
    MA Opioid Law 2016 
    MA Digital Literacy & Computer Science Standards 
    Current Strengths 
    Current Needs 
    What Duxbury Students Need   
     Components of Comprehensive Health Program 
    Research Findings 
    Duxbury/Wayland YRBS 2013 Data Outcomes 
    Survey of Local Districts 
    Health Materials 
                         Recommendations   
             Acton Plan 
  
            G.   Superintendent’s Evaluation 
     Mrs. Ward reported that the Committee would be starting the process of the annual   
            Superintendent’s evaluation. Dr. Tantillo provided a report on his goals and evidence of  
       progress on his standard.  
 
    Mrs. Ward asked to have the evaluations back to her by June 1 so she can compile them for the 
    June 8 meeting.  
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VI.         Comments from the Public 
        The Comments from the Public section of the meeting is an opportunity for members of the  
        community to address issues of concern about policy, budget, or administrative matters or share 
        ideas about how we can work together to improve the Duxbury Public Schools. We value your 
         input and respect divergent views; we only ask that you limit your remarks to two minutes and 
        refrain from airing grievances with individual members of the school community. Thank you. 
 
  VII.     Matters for School Committee Action  
              A.   Vote to Approve the Duxbury Camera Club Scholarship in the amount of $500.     
         Motion:     Mr. Quigley   
       Second:     Mrs. Moesaa  
       Unanimous 
 
            B.   Vote to Approve Policy Changes – CBI, IJND, IJNCD, JICH, JJF, JLCD   
       Motion:     Mrs. Adams   
       Second:     Mrs. Moesaa   
       Unanimous 
 
  VIII.    Correspondence and New Business 
               
    IX. Executive Session 
 
     X.     Adjourn: 9:30 p.m. 
 
       Motion:    Mrs. Adams          
       Second:    Mrs. Moesaa 
       Unanimous 
 
              Respectfully Submitted,  
 
              Ginny Whoriskey 
       Administrative Asst. 
 
 
Meeting Documents: 
   Minutes of May 4  
   Duxbury Camera Scholarship 
   Policies 
   Health Curriculum Report 


